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but contrasted with the more refined luxury of his
predecessor, and indicate a coarseness of material
and moral perception, which sometimes betrayed it-
self in a want of tact, remarkable in a man of ready
sympathy and of warm, though superficial and
transient, emotions.

Yet it is not strange that, in spite of all, he should
have exercised great personal fascination over those
who approached him, since even we, who are unin-
fluenced by personal contact with so rich and
vigorous a nature, fall to some extent under the
charm of his unflagging energy, his boundless good
temper, his unfeigned humanity. He gained much
popularity by the frankness with which he treated
his friends and his enemies, by the ostentatious
openness of his dealings both public and private.
He was not, he boasted, one of those princes who
had not sufficient virtue to be relieved from the
necessity of concealing their faults.

Insensible to adulation himself, he excelled in the
art of flattering others. Whether writing with his
own hand to the newly chosen mayor of some
provincial town, or begging Beza to continue his
fatherly admonitions; or assuring the old Marshal
that young Biron is as dear to him as a brother, and
that it may be said of them like master, like man ;
or addressing some companion in arms in a tone of
military comradeship, his letters are models of skilful
flattery. He never forgets to court his friends by
small and cheap attentions. He offers his own
doctor to S6gur, and regrets that his many affairs
prevent him from coming himself to help in nursing